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(57) Abstract: A postal storage box comprises an interior compartment (10) accessible via an aperture, a moveable cover (1 2) over 
2 the aperture, and a lock adapted to retain the cover (12) in a closed position or allow the cover (12) to be opened, a control means (22) 
^ able to control the lock state, a memory element adapted to store box state information, and a means for writing box state information 
^» to the memory element, wherein the control means (22) control the lock state on the basis of the box state information. The box 
Z| preferably also includes means for inputting parcel information (16) such as a bar code reader, or the box could communicate (18) 

with a handheld unit carried by the courier by IR, radio, or other links. The means for writing box state information is preferably 
O controllable remotely, for example via a modem link (24) or via the Internet It is also preferable for at least part of the box state 
J> information to be available over the modem or Internet link (24). Thus, the box controls delivery through any combination of package 
^ content, current box contents, courier, box location, box identification, customer identification, delivery company and date. 
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